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Robust, reliable, trusted and complete 

Historical perspective 
Glink is probably the only terminal emulator on the market with an unbroken development and support chain 
from a single company for more than twenty years. There are more than 600.000 copies of Glink licensed world 
wide for use as terminal emulators in the Bull, IBM, DEC, UNIX, Linux and Minitel environments. 
 
The forerunner of Glink was developed on a Commodore VIC 20 in 1981. It was ported to the Commodore 64 in 
1982. Glink was introduced commercially as Glink for DOS running under DOS 2.10 in 1984. Glink for Windows, 
Standard Edition was first released for Windows 3.1 in July 1992, but is now discontinued. The Professional 
Edition was first released for Windows 95, NT4, 98, 98SE, 2000 and ME in December 2000. It is certified for 
Windows 7, 8 and 10 but runs on all supported Windows releases, including Windows Server 2008 R2, 2012 and 
2016. The Professional Edition, with the accompanying Enterprise Edition is the platform for all future 
development.  
 

Functional overview 
Glink is a package for terminal emulation. It has Bull VIP7700, VIP7760, VIP7800, VIP8800, HDS, Questar 
DKU7107, DKU7211, DKU7102; IBM 3270 with GDDM graphics and APL keyboard, IBM 5250; IBM 3151, VT52, 
VT100, VT220, VT320, VT340, VT420 with Regis graphics, ANSI, Prestel and Minitel emulations. It supports file 
transfer with the FTP, Kermit, Zmodem, IND$FILE and Bull UFT (Unified File Transfer) protocols. It provides 
integration with other Windows applications, standard or user-written. As well as its own powerful script language 
it supports COM+, OLE Automation, UVTI, HLLAPI and EHLLAPI. Glink includes an OLE Automation Object and 
a COM+ or .NET component for integrating e-business applications with your legacy applications. 
Communication protocols include G&R/Direct GCOS Access and G&R/Ggate for Bull, as well as TNVIP, 
TN3270, TN3270E, TN5250 TN5250E and Telnet. All Glink TCP/IP protocols can be secured using a choice of 
Secure Socket Layer (SSL) or Secure Shell (SSH) encryption and authentication protocols.  
 

Workstation, web or application server, Glink is a complete solution 
Glink can be run as a freestanding Windows workstation application, installed and configured on individual 
workstations, but it can also be run as a Windows workstation application that is installed, updated, configured 
and controlled centrally from a web server, with no end-user intervention. Alternatively, Glink can be installed on 
a Microsoft Internet Information Server to web-enable legacy applications running on mainframe systems, with 
no changes at all to the legacy application. All the end users need is a browser; no other workstation software 
installation is necessary. Individual legacy application screens can be facelifted using ASP.NET pages to 
enhance web-enabled operation. Finally, Glink can be installed on an MS/IIS Application server to make legacy 
applications available in the form of a COM+ or .NET object to server side applications in three-tier architectures. 
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A state of the art terminal emulator 

A 21st century look and feel 
The look and feel of Glink Professional Edition is completely configurable, by the administrator or by the end 
user (unless locked by the administrator). You can customize the look and feel of Glink to emphasize your 
company profile, or to increase the efficiency of the user interface to the legacy applications on your 
mainframe.  
 
Here you see an IBM 3270 emulation screen configured with wallpaper. You can vary wallpaper to 
emphasize the difference between your legacy applications, or use the same wallpaper for all applications to 
reinforce the cohesion of your legacy applications. The screen has been configured to use 3-dimensional 
display for the variable fields, avoiding the flat ógreen screen' effect associated with legacy applications. It 
has been configured with a frame with its own wallpaper as background at the left and top margin of the 
emulation screen. The frame has been used to display a company logo in order to emphasize the company 
profile for the application users. It could be used to tie the presentation of the legacy applications more 
closely to the company web pages by adding images or graphics.  

 
The screen has been configured with a function key toolbar and emulation keyboard toolbar. The toolbars 
are configured to be floatable, and have been docked at the top of the screen. They can be docked at the 
bottom of the screen, or they can be left floating anywhere on the desktop, even outside of the emulation 
window, as is illustrated here, with the Glink toolbar. The efficiency of the user interface has been enhanced 
by automatically converting screen texts such as PF 1 to 'hot spots', i.e. buttons that can be clicked to reach 
legacy application features. Arbitrary texts can be converted to buttons that start macros. 
 

State of the art documentation 
The documentation is available in Acrobat® format for download from http://www.glink.com free of charge.  
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One product for all environments 

There are more than 600,000 copies of Glink licensed world wide for use as terminal emulators in the Bull, 
IBM, DEC, UNIX, Linux and Minitel legacy application environments. Glink is also used for general 
communications work. A whole new market for controlling remote devices using TCP/IP connections has 
opened up, where the Glink script language is a winner in allowing intelligent automation of routine tasks 
such as collecting statistics. 

 

Bull emulations 
For the Bull legacy application environment Glink emulates VIP7700, VIP7760, VIP7800, VIP8800, HDS7 
and Questar DKU7107, DKU7211 and DKU7102 terminals.  
 
Bull VIP and HDS emulations 

 

The VIP7800, VIP8800 and HDS7 

emulations include both 132 columns and 

72-line scroll mode.  

 

They include support for TSM8 local 

forms, enabling huge performance gains 

for TSM8 applications.  

 

For the programmers and systems people 

using command line Time-Sharing, Glink 

supports command recall (edit mode), and 

this is extended to apply in text mode, as 

well as the normal TX-Ret mode.  

 

 

 

 
Bull Questar DKU emulations 

 

Glinkôs Questar DKU7107 and DKU7211 

emulations include TCS local forms, 

enabling huge performance gains for 

applications using the local forms support 

of TDS. 

 

For the programmers and systems people 

using command line IOF, Glink supports 

VIP-style command recall (edit mode), and 

this is extended to apply in text mode for 

the DKU emulations.  

 

Glink has also the asynchronous 

DKU7102 emulation. 
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IBM 3270 emulation 
 

You donôt need to work with IBM legacy application 

óblack screenô look and feel. The Glink SAA-

compliant IBM3270 emulation can be configured 

with the Glink Professional Look and Feel, including 

3D variable fields. Glink can convert text fields such 

as óPFnnô into on-screen buttons that transmit the 

key sequence to the mainframe, or an arbitrary text 

can be a button that fires a macro that can execute 

any Glink function, even start a script. 

 
The Glink IBM 3270 emulation supports graphics, 
used in various ways. The built-in alternate 
character set can be used to display line graphics. 
Glink supports the extra character set, and draws 
line graphics correctly.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
The most advanced IBM legacy applications use 
vector graphics. Glink Professional supplies all the 
commands needed to produce 3179G graphics 
including (but not limited to) use of 16 colors, text 
output, line drawing, shapes with fill effects and 
predefined markers. This enables Glink to display 
screens containing elaborate graphic images. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

IBM 5250 emulation 
 
The Glink Professional IBM 5250 emulation can also 
be enhanced using the Glink óLook and Feelô. Here 
the traditional IBM legacy application óblack screenô 
has been enhanced using the Glink 3D effect for 
variable fields. An emulation keyboard toolbar has 
been added at the bottom of the screen. 

 

Glink can be used to run all normal ódata processingô 
style legacy applications on an AS400 system. 
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Open systems emulations 
Glink is widely used outside of the traditional legacy application environment.  

 
Glink includes an updated Minitel emulation that gives 
access to hundreds of services available to Minitel 
terminal users in the French market.  

 

The Prestel emulation is maintained, but not enhanced, 
due to few Viewdata systems. 

 

 

 

For the UNIX/Linux environment Glink 

provides a choice of ANSI 3.64 or VTnnn 

emulation.  

 

Glink is chosen wherever the users need 

more than just emulation. 

 

Telecommunications companies are 

discovering that Glink is the ideal tool for 

remote control of equipment across 

TCP/IP networks, because its script 

language enables them to automate many 

routine tasks. 

 

 

 

 

 

The VTnnn includes VT52, 

VT102, VT220, VT340 and 

VT420, including Regis 

graphics. It can be used with 

most industry standard 

mainframes as well as with 

DEC mainframes. 




